
Lutherans and Conversion
By Dr. Craig Jennings

(Ed i tor’s Note:  This very Bib li cal and Lu theran ar ti cle
was writ ten with the Church of the Lu theran Breth ren in

mind; BUT is vi tally im por tant for all Lu ther ans and
oth ers as well.  Don’t gam ble with your eter nal soul!)

u ther ans and con ver sion: do those two words re -
ally be long to gether?  Forty-five years ago a Lu -
theran pas tor by the name of Ja cob Andreasen
wrote a book ti tled, Lu ther ans and Con ver sion in
which he ar gued that con ver sion is “one of the

very im por tant doc trines of the Chris tian Faith” (p.8).  He
la mented the fact that there are those in Lu theran cir cles
“who leave the im pres sion that… con ver sion is only for
non-Lu ther ans and for hea then” (p.6).  “The es sen tial el e -
ments in con ver sion are re pen tance and faith which
are pro duced by the Holy Spirit through the Word.”

What is con ver sion?

Well, what is con ver sion?  Andreasen de fines the term 
this way: It is “that gra cious op er a tion of the Holy Spirit in 
the strength of which the sin ner turns in re pen tance from
his sin and in faith to Christ.”  

He goes on to say, “the es sen tial el e ments in con ver -
sion …. Are re pen tance and faith which are pro duced by
the Holy Spirit through the Word” (pp.12, 13).  His def i ni -
tion squares with our Lu theran con fes sions.  In deed, the
For mula of Con cord puts it this way: “For con ver sion is
that kind of change through the Holy Spirit’s ac tiv ity in
the in tel lect, will, and heart of man whereby man through
such work ing of the Holy Spirit is able to ac cept the of -
fered grace: (11.83).

It is cer tainly fair to say that over the years the Church
of the Lu theran Breth ren has been marked by an em pha sis
on con ver sion.  One hun dred years later we all agree that
such an em pha sis is vi tal to who we are as a synod.  We all
agree that evan ge lism must be a top pri or ity for our con -
gre ga tions – that is, we all agree that we are called to pro -
claim the good news of what God has done for us in Je sus
Christ.  We all agree that we must call peo ple to turn from
sin and per son ally re ceive the gift of sal va tion.  We all
agree that the un churched, the pa gan, and the god less need 
to be con verted.  But do we all agree that con ver sion
preach ing must be di rected to the bap tized church go ers
(both chil dren and adults) who en ter our sanc tu ar ies week
af ter week?

The cen ter of preach ing

I be lieve that the preach ing of con ver sion -re pen tance
to ward God and faith in Je sus Christ -is vi tal in the con text 
of our Lu theran Breth ren con gre ga tion be cause the
preach ing of con ver sion is at the heart and cen ter of all
bib li cal preach ing.  There are two pas sages, which make
that fact abun dantly clear.

The first pas sage re cords the open ing words of Je sus
as he be gan his pub lic preach ing - words which sounded
the key note of His en tire min is try: “The time is ful filled,
and the king dom of God is at hand; re pent and be lieve in
the gos pel”  (Mark 1:15 NASB, ital ics added).  

The sec ond pas sage is Paul’s fare well ad dress to the
Ephesian el ders (Acts 20).  In sum ma riz ing his preach ing
the great apos tle de clares that “I did not shrink from de -
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clar ing to you any thing that was
prof it able (v.20, ital ics added)…
I went about preach ing the king -
dom (v.25), ital ics added)… I did 
not shrink from de clar ing to you
the whole pur pose of God”
(v.21), ital ics added).

And so the sum and sub -
stance of all New Tes ta ment
preach ing is re pen tance and faith 
– re pen tance cre ated by the Holy
Spirit through the preach ing of
the law and faith en gen dered in
the heart through the preach ing
of the gos pel.  It is the preach ing
of con ver sion.  Con ver sion is
“one of the very im por tant
doc trines of the Chris tian
Faith.”  

Ac tive

Now, of course, we all be -
lieve that con ver sion is the work
of the Holy Spirit through the
Word.  But hav ing un der stood
that to be so, we must not er ro ne -
ously con clude that con ver sion is 
some thing pas sive.  In fact, the
Bi ble makes it plain that con ver -
sion (re pen tance and faith) is ac -
tive.  

Ac cord ing to the Bi ble, re -
pen tance is a deep sor row for sin.  
It is a change of mind.  It is a
turn ing from sin.  It is a for sak ing 
of that which is evil (See Isa iah
55:7).  “To re pent is with heart -
felt con tri tion and sor row to ac -
knowl edge our sins, hon estly
con fess them be fore God and
ear nestly seek His grace in
Christ” (Ex pla na tion of Lu ther’s
Small Cat e chism, Faith and Fel -
low ship Press, 1959, ques tion
183).

Ac cord ing to the Bi ble, faith, 
too, is some thing ac tive.  (The
apos tle John, for ex am ple, de -
fines faith as “re ceiv ing” Christ.)  
Our church has, in fact, taught
that faith in volves three ba sic el -
e ments:   
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• Knowledge. I must know something of the truths
concerning salvation.

• Assent.  I must agree that what I know is true for
me personally.

• Trust.  I must accept the truth and make it my
own.

Over the years the Church of the Lu theran Breth -
ren has been marked by an em pha sis on con ver sion. 

All need it

There fore, based upon such teach ing of Scrip ture, our
Lu theran Breth ren church has clearly as serted that all peo -
ple, even those bap tized into Christ as in fants, need to en -
ter a con scious ex pe ri ence of re pen tance and faith - in
other words, they need to be con verted.  As Lu theran theo -
lo gian Iver Olson points out in his book Bap tism and Spir -
i tual Life, “There is a ten dency on the part of some
Lu therans to in sist that a child who has been bap tized, and
who has re mained in the bap tis mal cov e nant with God,
needs no con ver sion later in life.  Con ver sion is only for
those who have fallen away from grace” (p. 82).  Finn ish
Lu theran theo lo gian Uurus Saarnivaara speaks with great
con cern along the same lines.  In his book Scrip tural Bap -
tism, he writes the fol low ing, “Those who have prac ticed
in fant bap tism, al though their doc trine of bap tism has
been more Scrip tural, have of ten ne glected evan ge lism
and even led peo ple to as sume that they are true Chris -
tians and saved just be cause they have been bap tized, al -
though they have no liv ing faith and knowl edge of Christ,
and do not fol low Him, which of course is a hor ri ble de -
cep tion and fa tal er ror.”  The mean ing of bap tism,
Saarnivaara writes, “is that the bap tized per son should
con sciously re pent, ex pe ri ence sal va tion in Christ, be lieve 
in Him as his per sonal Sav ior, and give his heart and life
to Him” (p.56).

And how does that con ver sion come about?  The an -
swer is sim ple: from the mo ment of bap tism on ward, the
Holy Spirit is at work in a per son’s life to awaken him in a
con scious way to the is sues of sin and grace.  He is at work 
in vit ing and en abling him to per son ally re spond to God’s
grace in Christ (Lu theran Breth ren State ment of Faith, ar -
ti cle 7).  How and when that awak en ing takes place in the
life will be unique for each per son, but such an awak en ing
is nec es sary.  And when that awak en ing is com plete, “it
ne ces si tates a choice.”  In deed, “con ver sion is im pos si ble
ex cept by a con scious and free choice” (Ole Hallesby, In -
fant Bap tism and Adult Con ver sion, Augsburg Pub lish ing
House, pp. 83,43).

So what’s the bot tom line for us as a church body?  If
what the scrip ture teaches is true, godly pas tors and el ders

will be con cerned that all of those un der their care have
ex pe ri enced a per sonal con ver sion.  It will be the heart’s
de sire of all of us that each lit tle one who has been brought 
to the grace of God in bap tism, ex pe ri ences a con ver sion. 
It will be our pas sion to make the most of ev ery op por tu -
nity to speak to souls about their need for Je sus.  

And yes, if we would re tain our Bib li cal her i tage, the
words con ver sion and Lu theran must al ways be closely
bound to gether.

Taken from Faith and Fellowship
with permission granted.

Ed i tor’s Note:  What a ‘Bib li cal’ ar ti cle for us ALL to ‘sit
up and take no tice’ as eter nity is real!  “’And that re pen -
tance and re mis sion of sins should be preached in His
name to all na tions, be gin ning at Je ru sa lem’”  Luke
24:47, Mark 16:15-16, Mat thew 28:18-20 & Acts 26:16 
-18, 20:21 & 20:27-32. 

Up Side Down

Some have turned the bib li cal model of God up side
down.  Ex pe ri ence is sought over the re vealed will of God.  
The scrip tural model is to seek God, and then you will
have ex pe ri ences.  In stead, a group of peo ple has arisen
who rush from one al leged “hot spot” to an other and dif fer 
lit tle from the in hab it ants of Mars Hill who “spent their
time in noth ing else, but ei ther to tell, or to hear some new
thing” (Acts 17:21-22).

The Berean Call

Now Pe ter and John went up to gether into the tem ple
at the hour of prayer, be ing the ninth hour. Acts 5:1

3

Re pent and Turn

“‘Therefore I will judge you, O house of
Israel, every one according to his ways,’ says
the Lord GOD.  ‘Repent, and turn from all
your transgressions, so that iniquity will not

be your ruin.’”

Ezekiel 18:30.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Peace at any Price??
“Blessed are the peace mak ers, For they shall be called sons of God”  (Mat thew 5:9) 

(Please read Ephe sians 2:13-18)

There is a lot of mis con cep tion re gard ing this Bi ble Verse. 
Some ‘feel’ this means as long as things are ‘run ning
smoothly’ it is of God and so don’t ‘dis turb’ at any cost,
which leads to com pro mise and com pro mise leads to con -
fu sion!  You know some times si lence is not golden, it is
just plain yel low!

As I am writ ing this ‘ed i to rial’ I am think ing of a Chris tian
of years gone by who would say in re gards to the
home/mar riage run ning smoothly ‘peace at any price’. 
Well what does ‘Scrip ture’ say in re gards to the same?  AS
ALWAYS let us use ‘Scrip ture’ to in ter pret ‘Scrip ture’.

Let’s con sider the life and min is try of Nehemiah found in
the book of Nehemiah.  As you are likely aware of: Scrip -
ture NEVER con tra dicts it self!  To the one who says it
does; that per son is ei ther Scrip tural ig no rant OR is yet in
an un saved con di tion. Hence the “Gos pel” is hid to them
be cause they are yet spir i tu ally blind.   (How much does a
Spir i tu ally blind per son see?)  II Co rin thi ans 4:1-6, Mat -
thew 15:14, 23:24-26, II Pe ter 1:9 & Rev e la tion 3:18. 
When GOD Speaks ‘we’ need to sit up and heed/pay at ten -
tion AND LET GOD speak through His Word, THE
BIBLE!  Now no tice what HE says in re gards to the days
we are liv ing in:  But evil men and im pos tors will grow
worse and worse, de ceiv ing and be ing de ceived.  But you
must con tinue in the things which you have learned and
been as sured of, know ing from whom you have learned
them.”   II Tim o thy 3:13-14.   Did you no tice the ‘dou ble’
de cep tion God points out in these ‘two’ verses alone? 
Now how se ri ously we take God at His Word de pends
upon what value you place upon your soul that you are for
now and for eter nity!

Com ing back to the book (please read the book of
Nehemiah) and per son of Nehemiah the seem ingly right,
use ful op por tu ni ties from a hu man in tel lect he could have
par tic i pated in; BUT his pri or i ties as he was led by GOD. 
You see hu man rea son ing is the great est hinderance to a
liv ing faith.  We must take our ‘hu man rea son ing’ cap tive
(sub mit) in obe di ence to the Word of God.  Mar tin Lu ther
speaks of the one who does not as like a weather vane and a 
hire ling or fox.  A ‘dulled’ con science in the life of a be -
liever may lead to eter nal sep a ra tion from God.  How dare
we ‘gam ble’ with our ‘eter nal soul’ that we are?  Luke
12:35-47.  JESUS SAYS: “’Do you sup pose that I came
to give peace on earth?  I tell you, not at all, but rather

di vi sion’” Luke 12:51.  (Mat thew 10:34).  “Adul ter ers
and adul ter esses!  Do you not know that friend ship with
the world is en mity with God?  Who ever there fore wants to 
be a friend of the world makes him self an en emy of God.”
James 4:4.  II Co rin thi ans 6:11-18.  Je sus says very clearly
in His Word that we are ei ther for Me OR against Me! By
NO means am I seek ing to en cour age dis cord among the
breth ren; as such ‘dis cord’ is not only SIN - but GOD
hates!  WE are to strive to keep the ‘unity’ among the
breth ren, that God brings about to those who are in the
house hold of ‘faith’.

Now com ing back to Mat thew 5:9; what is God say ing
then?  In my words God is say ing to you and me who know 
per son ally Je sus as our Sav ior to be spir i tual mid-wives. 
Per sons who not only take com plete ref uge in the fin ished
work of Je sus for our Sal va tion; but who also are will ing to 
call SIN it’s right name, sin, and in LOVE lead lost souls to 
a right re la tion ship with ALMIGHTY GOD through Je sus
Christ - Luke 19:10.  What GRACE, as we sow (wa ter &
plant) His In cor rupt ible SEED; HE gives the in crease.  As
in the last ‘par ish’ I was priv i leged to serve, a Chris tian
friend would re mind me; “Rod, keep preach ing the
WORD; as you can’t save them any way!”   Psalm
126:5-6, Isa iah 55:11, Prov erbs 30:5-6, Psalm 119:89,
& 1 Pe ter 1:22-25.

“There fore, hav ing been jus ti fied by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Je sus Christ” Romans 5:1.

As God is “the God of peace: (He brews 13:20) and Christ
is “Prince of Peace” (Isa iah 9:6), so peace mak ers in the
King dom will be rec og nized AND also will ex pe ri ence
per se cu tion; as you read in verses 10 - 12.  It will be worth 
in all!  In the King dom of God, wealth, pop u lar ity, power
and au thor ity are not all that im por tant for Mat thew 6:33!  
Oh to have a clear, clean con science AS only one life will
soon be past, only what’s done with Christ will last.
“Those who are wise shall shine Like the bright ness of
fir ma ment, And those who turn many to righ teous ness
Like the stars for ever and ever”. Dan iel 12:3.

Don’t let spir i tual ‘tol er ance’ turn into spir i tual ‘trea -
son’!

By the Grace of God we are mak ing No Apol o gies for the
old time Chris tian ity and seek ing to prac tice the same;
BECAUSE eter nal souls are at stake; yours, mine and ev -
ery body else! 



Jesus Said WHAT?
Most peo ple think there are many dif fer ent ways of

get ting to heaven.  To lis ten to most preach ers, you would
think that it does n’t re ally mat ter what you be lieve, as long 
as you’re sin cere.  You’ve prob a bly heard the ex pres sion
“All roads lead to heaven.”  In these po lit i cally cor rect
days, peo ple want to be broad-minded and not ex clude
any re li gion or re li gious leader.  But what did Je sus say? 
Je sus claimed to be the only way to heaven.  He clearly
state in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me.”  

No tice that Je sus did n’t say he was a good way, or a
better way, or even the best way.  He said I’m the way, and
added that you can not come to God (or heaven) ex cept
through Him!  Now that would be per ceived as pretty nar -
row in all in clu sive days, but that is what the cre ator of the
Uni verse said.   Are you go ing to be lieve the broad-
 minded preacher, or God the Son?  Je sus Christ also
added, “He that be liev eth on the Son hath ev er last ing life:
and he that be liev eth not the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abideth on him.”  (John 3:36)

Again, he in ti mates that he’s the only way to heaven. 
The apos tle Pe ter was ap par ently pretty nar row as well. 
He spoke of Je sus Christ and said, “Nei ther is there sal va -
tion in any other: for there is none other name un der
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12).

The apos tle Paul adds, “For there is one God, and one
me di a tor be tween God and men, the man Christ Je sus” (1
Tim o thy 2:5).  Ap par ently St. Paul did n’t think there were
many dif fer ent ways to heaven.  The apos tle John stated,
“This is the re cord, that God hath given to us eter nal life
(heaven), and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life:
(1 John 5:11-12).  Ap par ently St. John did n’t feel that all
roads led to heaven.  Thee are a num ber of other Bi ble
verses, but the con clu sion is clear.  Ac cord ing to Je sus
Christ and His Word, He is the only way to heaven…

Selected

 

 “And when he thought thereon, he
wept.” — Mark xiv. 72

It has been thought by some, that, as long as Pe ter 
lived, the foun tain of his tears be gan to flow when ever he
re mem bered his de ny ing his Lord.  It is not un likely that it
was so, for his sin was very great, and grace in him had af -
ter wards a per fect work.  This same ex pe ri ence is com mon 
to all the re deemed fam ily ac cord ing to the de gree in
which the Spirit of God has re moved the nat u ral heart of

stone.  We, like Pe ter, re mem ber our boast ful prom ise:
“Though all men shall for sake Thee, yet will not I.”  We
eat our own words with the bit ter herbs of re pen tance.
When we think of what we vowed we would be, and of
what we have been, we may weep whole show ers of grief. 

He thought on his de ny ing his Lord, the place in which 
he did it, the lit tle cause which lead him into such hei nous
sin, the oaths and blas phe mies with which he sought to
con firm his false hood, and the dread ful hard ness of heart
which drove him to do so again and yet again.  Can we,
when we are re minded of our sins and their ex ceed ing sin-
fulness, re main stolid and stub born?  Will we not make
our house a Bochim, and cry unto the Lord for re newed as -
sur ances of par don ing love?  May we never take a
dry-eyed look at sin, lest ere long we have a tongue
parched in the flames of hell. 

Pe ter also thought upon his Mas ter’s look of love. The
Lord fol lowed up the cock’s warn ing voice with an ad -
mon i tory look of sor row, pity, and love.  That glance was
never out of Pe ter’s mind so long as he lived.  It was far
more ef fec tual than ten thou sand ser mons would have
been with out the Spirit.  The pen i tent apos tle would be
sure to weep when he rec ol lected the Sav iour’s full for -
give ness, which re stored him to his for mer place.  To think 
that we have of fended so kind and good a Lord is more
than sufficient rea son for be ing con stant weep ers. Lord,
smite our rocky hearts, and make the wa ters flow. 

Taken from Morning by Morning 
by Charles Spurgeon

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

I am not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance Matt. 9:13

This means that He is come to call you!  The sole pur -
pose of His com ing to earth was to call sin ners.  So dearly
did He love them – so ear nestly did He long to save them.

The righ teous He passed by, He had to, for they did
not need Him.  In re al ity they were far from righ teous; but
they thought they were.  They felt no need of help from
any one: they were self-sat is fied, taken up with their own
pi ety and their wor ship, and re fused to ad mit that they
were (Ed. lost) sin ners who needed to be saved by grace.

How ever, the poor, des ti tute sin ner – who had no ex -
cuse, who was grieved over and ashamed of his sin – drew
near to Je sus.  And he was never turned away.

There fore come!  He is still the same: the Sav ior of
sin ners.

Taken from Rest A While by Fredrik Wisloff
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From Our Fellowship Circle

J. S. Story City, IA
Thanks for print ing the Truth of the Gos pel.

A. & B. S. Frederic, WI
We read your Morn ing Glory from cover to end.  May our
Won der ful Lord bless you.  Thank you.

W. H. Bloom ing Prai rie, MN
Dear Friends in Christ Je sus, May the Lord bless you and
yours.  May He en cour age you and may His joy and peace
guard and keep your soul as you serve the Lord.  Romans
chap ter 8.

P. P. Naramata, BC, Can ada 
The last two is sues of the Morn ing Glory the print ing of
my name on the ad dress la bel has changed -  Please cor rect 
that as fol lows: …Other wise may God bless you all.

A. & J. L. Souris, ND
Please keep up the good work.  The Morn ing Glory is the
only spir i tual food and up date on what the Lord is do ing
and al low ing in these last days!  Ephe sians 6:10-18 &
Deu ter on omy 31:6.  

Ed i tor’s Note:  How it would be ap pre ci ated if you
would write a brief let ter tell ing of what the Lord is do ing
in your heart and life and can be printed in the ‘Fel low ship 
Cir cle’ of the Morn ing Glory - Thanks.

Also, as I have shared be fore the Spir i tual Bat tle is
real and Sa tan knows his time is short so he is work ing
over-time; so please con tinue to pray for us and this
min is try.  (The “us” in cludes ‘all’ who are di rectly in -
volved in this min is try).  Thank you so much.

 “’Pray ing al ways with all prayer and sup pli ca tion in
the Spirit, be ing watch ful to this end with all per se ver ance 
and sup pli ca tion for all the saints - and for me, that ut ter -
ance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly
to make known the mys tery of the gos pel”  Ephe sians
6:18-19.

WHEN you are with ‘fel low be liev ers’ (homes,
church, etc) WHY not spend some min utes ‘pray ing to -
gether’ for our be loved USA, as Amer ica is at a very cru -
cial/crit i cal place in re gards to the fu ture?  
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Sugar Coated!
The more I study the Bi ble, the more I re al ize

that sin per son ally must be dealt with be fore a
thrice Holy God who is not only mer ci ful, kind, for -
giv ing, lov ing and full of GRACE; but also fair,
just, pure and Holy!  But it is easy to want to “sugar
coat” sin in my life or in the lives of oth ers.  You
know we all want ‘friends’ and we all like to be well 
thought of by other peers.  

Be ing many seem to have no qualms about liv -
ing in sin or cov er ing up unconfessed sin, could we
not re move the ‘cross bones’ off the poi son bot tle
of sin and then con vince our selves that God just
looks the other way?  Not so, GOD is not ac count -
able unto ‘us’; BUT we need to spend more time at
the foot of CALVARY and look to the cru ci fied and
Risen ONE!  When we look upon sin lightly or
make light of sin, we are grad u ally hard en ing our
hearts!  Is n’t it mar vel ous that if we truly re pent and 
con fess our sins unto HIM and seek HIS for give -
ness; He truly for gives and will abun dantly par don!

Thanks be unto GOD for we have a cru ci fied
and RISEN SAVIOR!  For if He is not alive, WE
ARE of all men the most mis er a ble.   Yes, then we
are yet in our sins and our faith is in vain!  Also our
preach ing is in vain.  How tragic it would be if
loved ones/friends (and all oth ers) who died phys i -
cally; but were alive spir i tu ally, if there would be
NO hope of ever see ing them again.  Then they
would have per ished.  If this were true, then Christ
is yet dead and there is no hope be yond the grave.  

BUT thanks be unto God, HE is alive and
com ing again!  What a day that will be!  WE want
to see Je sus first of all, for HE is the way, the truth,
and the life!  He paid it all!



Dear Friends in Christ,
In 1918 Jew ish song writer Irving Berlin wrote “God

Bless Amer ica.”  How ever, it was set-aside un til 1938
when Berlin re vised and re leased what would be come one
of the na tion’s most be loved pa tri otic songs.  Kate Smith’s 
golden voice made “God Bless Amer ica” an in stant fa vor -
ite across the nation.

Berlin’s in spi ra tional song is a re minder that Amer -
ica’s con tin ued re li ance on God is es sen tial, if we are to re -
main un der His bless ing and true to the ide als upon which
this coun try was established.

To day, mis guided po lit i cal, so cial, and re li gious lead -
ers have taken it upon them selves to move our na tion
away from our spir i tual her i tage. They love what God
hates and hate what God loves.  It is dif fi cult to watch
these lead ers ig nore the will of the Amer i can peo ple and
try to re shape the na tion ac cord ing to their god less phi los -
o phies.  The re cent fed eral court rul ing that the Na -
tional Day of Prayer is un con sti tu tional may sig nal
just how far from truth Amer ica has fallen.  Our na tion
is be com ing un rec og niz able from the vi sion of free dom
and the her i tage of faith handed down by our fore fa thers. 
Amer ica once shaped her val ues ac cord ing to the prin ci -
ples of Scrip ture, but now pro gres sive lead ers de mand we
all live ac cord ing to their un godly be liefs and ac cept their
hu man is tic views of mo ral ity.  Consequently, the future of
our nation hangs in the balance. 

The true proc la ma tion of the Gos pel in our na tion’s
churches has be come ex tremely scarce. The typ i cal ser -
mon sel dom men tions SIN or pres ents the clear mes sage
of SALVATION in Je sus Christ alone.  Rare is the ser mon
that fo cuses on the evils that are de stroy ing our na tion. 
Rarer still are ser mons call ing on Chris tians to stand
against them.  In stead, the av er age church goer today is
plied.

So much of the church has taken on the char ac ter is tics 
of this de praved world, that it is in creas ingly dif fi cult to
dis tin guish the dif fer ences.  The blame for Amer ica’s
pres ent spir i tual and moral de te ri o ra tion must be placed at
the doors of Bi ble-de ny ing clergy and churches for their
fail ure to pro claim TRUTH.

If you are part of a Bi ble be liev ing con gre ga tion
where the Word of God is hon ored, re joice and praise
God!  If your pas tor be lieves the Bi ble is true from cover
to cover and faith fully pro claims the whole coun sel of
God, sup port your con gre ga tion and up hold your pas tor in 
prayer.  If you are not part of such a con gre ga tion, find one 
now.

In deed, we have many rea sons to re joice!  God is still
on the throne!  Psalm 2 re minds us – “Though the kings of
the earth and rul ers take coun sel against the Lord and His

Anointed…He who sits in the heav ens laughs, the Lord
scoffs at them.”  Nei ther men nor na tions will be al lowed
to shake their fists in God’s face with im pu nity The Lord
will be ex alted among the na tions.

Je sus Christ is the only Hope for our na tion and this
lost world.  The Holy Spirit is call ing out His rem nant
Church from the sin, shame and apos tasy that per me ates
so much of to day’s church and po lit i cally cor rect re li gion.  
We, the peo ple of God, must take our stand and be counted 
for the Lord while there is yet time.  We can make a dif fer -
ence as we press on with the work of speak ing truth to our
cul ture, know ing God will have the last word in the af fairs
of men and na tions. …

Pastor David R. Barnhart
(Director of “Abiding Word Ministries”)

CREATION:  DOES THERE YET
REMAIN A QUESTION?

Just now, sit ting on the west side porch of my home, I
had an op por tu nity to view a vast and ma jes tic sun set. 
This beau ti ful view is un equaled by any ef fort of man ei -
ther with his paint brush or word pic tures.  Si mul ta neously
no tic ing the ti ni est of ants scram bling hither and yon be -
tween my feet, a most re veal ing thought came to mind. 
This ant and all its small est of cel lu lar struc tures and this
pan oramic sun set were spo ken into ex is tence by the same
Cre ator, the Lord Je sus Christ.  

Did I hear you say, from whence did we come?

Was it from a big bang or a pond of scum?

My poor dear fel low, with a brain so numb,

It is from our Cre ator God that we did come!

By Toby R. Knutson, 
Fargo, ND  (Summer, 2010)

7

Go!
I can’t find a verse of Scrip ture that com mands

a lost per son to go to church (but) I know a lot of
Scrip ture that com mands be liev ers to go into a lost
world.  

          Howard Hendricks

Ed i tor: Giv ing/Send ing out the 
Morn ing Glory is one way!



The Culture of Death
As spir i tual dark ness cov ers the earth, in clud ing

Amer ica, the light of Je sus Christ must shine forth through 
the wit ness of the church both in di vid u ally and col lec -
tively (Phil. 2:14-16). This can be done in a va ri ety of
ways: ca sual con ver sa tions, writ ing let ters, preach ing ser -
mons, giv ing tes ti mo nies in church or sub mit ting ar ti cles
for pub li ca tion. The ed i to rial be low is a good ex am ple of
what I am sug gest ing. It was writ ten by Maris Bentely and
ap peared in our lo cal news pa per on Jan u ary 21, 2009. I
was deeply moved when I read it. 

Fifty Mil lion Rea sons Why
Amer ica’s Great ness Is At Risk 

“Thurs day, Jan u ary 22, [2009] marks the 36th an ni -
ver sary of the U.S. Su preme Court de ci sion which le gal -
ized abor tion. Since that day in 1973, 50 mil lion
Amer i cans have been erad i cated, pri mar ily by those who
should have the high est re gard for hu man life: moth ers
and doc tors. Fifty mil lion is a stag ger ing num ber. For
most of us, it is be yond our abil ity to com pre hend. Fifty
mil lion dead would make the Viet nam Me mo rial Wall 80
miles long in stead of 500 feet. Fifty mil lion gone – and we
will never know what they had to of fer. 

“I go weekly to the abor tion mill in my city to pray
and to speak to those who are go ing in and out of that
place. What I see and hear sick ens me. I see a teen ager get -
ting out of a car to throw up. She looks up at me with tears
in her eyes as her mother yells at me and her. I see a man,
an gry and vul gar, es cort ing a woman in, her eyes down
cast. She never looks nor speaks. I see a young man who
co mes out to smoke who tells me he is not ready to be a fa -
ther yet. When I re ply that is too late, he al ready is a fa ther, 
and I ask, “Why not adop tion?” he tells me that he would -
n’t want some one else rais ing his child. I talk to the work -
ers who tell me that this is a better al ter na tive. These
ba bies are un wanted and would likely be abused, be come
crim i nals or bur dens to so ci ety. 

“This is the cul ture of death. When I first heard Pope
John Paul II use the term and ap ply it to our coun try, I re -
mem ber feel ing sur prised – and de fen sive. What I did n’t
un der stand then, I do now.  Our af flu ence, our tech nol ogy,
our sec u lar ism and our ma te ri al ism have brought us to this 
point.  We are wealthy and Pow er ful. We can have what
we want, when we want it, even if we can’t af ford it. We
have kicked out God and tra di tional mo ral ity and em -
braced “what ever makes you happy” rel a tiv ism. 

“Can’t have a baby? We’ll make one for you in the
lab o ra tory. Don’t want the baby you have? We’ll get rid of 

it at the Planned Par ent hood clinic. Want to marry some -
one of the same sex?  We’ll change the laws and re in ter -
pret cen tu ries of pro hi bi tions.  Don’t like your hair line or
your gen der? We’ve got the doc tors. Wor ried about ag ing
and death, suf fer ing from Alz hei mer’s or Par kin son’s?
Those frozen em bryos and aborted fe tuses will be put to
good use to find a cure.  Oth er wise, we’ll just mer ci fully
put you out of your mis ery (when your in take ex ceeds
your out put). 

“This is the cul ture of death. Roe v. Wade is both a
cause and a symp tom of what ails us. Our na tion will
never rise to pre vi ous heights of great ness.  In stead,
our be loved coun try will con tinue in a down ward spi -
ral into moral de prav ity and all that ac com pa nies it as
long as we con tinue to de stroy what is truly our most
pre cious nat u ral re source: our chil dren.”

This timely ed i to rial is a dy namic dec la ra tion of truth
which ex poses in graphic terms the un fruit ful works of
dark ness (Eph. 5:11-17). It shows that our pro phetic task
has both pos i tive and neg a tive di men sions, namely, the
proc la ma tion of the Gos pel of grace  and the ap pli ca tion of 
the moral law which con demns sin and its de struc tive
fruits so that men might re pent, turn to Je sus for for give -
ness and find a new life of ho li ness (Rom. 12: 1,2). 

Dear sis ter, thank you for your ar ti cle, your cour age
and your clar ity of ex pres sion! 

Taken from Rod and Staff by Rodney Lensch
Spring, 2009
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Do Your Duty
Mark 16:15

A cler gy man was once asked by the Duke of
Wellington, “How are you get ting on with the prop -
a ga tion of the gos pel abroad?  Is there any chance
of the Hin dus be com ing Chris tians?”  To which the
cler gy man re plied, “Oh no!  I do not see any thing
do ing there, I see no rea son to sus pect any work of
the kind be ing suc cess ful.”  “Well,” said the Duke,
“what have you to do with that?  What are your
march ing or ders?  Are they not ‘Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gos pel to ev ery crea ture”?
(Mark 16:15).  Do your duty, sir, and never mind re -
sults.”   Pul pit Helps — Re vival Tid ings



What Should I Wear?
Prov erbs 7:10, Jer e miah 2:32

By Pas tor Jeff Farn ham 

Usu ally, the ques tion about what to wear to this or that 
par tic u lar oc ca sion is more a mat ter of style than any thing
else.  The two texts cited above re fer to two women in di a -
met ri cally op posed sit u a tions.  One is a se duc tress who
has cho sen to dress in a way that will pro mote un ho li ness
and for ni ca tion.  The other has at tired her self beau ti fully,
sym bolic of the ho li ness of mar riage.

I. The Spir i tual Ques tion: Is My Cloth ing Bib li -
cally Mod est?

Mod esty is a spir i tual is sue.  The mod esty of spir i tual
peo ple is never ques tion able.  Only when a per son is car -
nal, worldly and un spir i tual is there a push ing of the
“mod esty en ve lope.”  Close fel low ship with God al ways
pro duces mod esty, chas tity and beauty.

II. The Moral Ques tion: Is My Cloth ing Dis -
tinctly Mas cu line or Dis tinctly Fem i nine?

This is not a treat ment of ma chismo and fem i nism, but 
of bib li cal mas cu lin ity and bib li cal fem i nin ity based upon
God’s moral code.  God di vided man kind into male and
fe male.  The dis tinc tion in their very cre ation is in ten -
tional; there fore, the pre sen ta tion of that cre ated in di vid -
ual in pub lic and pri vate should main tain those unique
qual i ties of God’s cre ative pur pose.

III. The At ti tu di nal Ques tion: Is My Cloth ing a
Tes ti mony for or Against Je sus Christ?

We are with Him or against Him, gath er ing with Him
or scat ter ing abroad.  The at ti tude of the har lot works to
de stroy, while the mindset of the bride seeks to build. 
Cloth ing is the most vis i ble part of a be liever’s tes ti mony
to those who pass by, and it ought to be de cid edly in fa vor
of the pu rity and ho li ness of the Sav iour of  man’s soul.   

IV. The Func tional Ques tion: Is My Cloth ing
Ap pro pri ate?

The first ques tion in this vein that should be asked is
not about the cloth ing, but about the ac tiv ity.  Any ac tiv ity
that “de mands” a woman to wear mas cu line cloth ing or
that “re quires” a man to wear ef fem i nate cloth ing is a
wrong ac tiv ity.  Men’s and women’s roles and du ties may
oc ca sion ally over lap, but God de signed cer tain things for
men only and cer tain other things for women only.  Be -
liev ers must not be cross-dress ers or “cross-functioners.”

V. The Cul tural Ques tion:  Is My Cloth ing Godly 
or Weird?

An ever chang ing cul ture where style is in a state of
flux de mands that what is chic to day, we chuck to mor row.  
The is sue here is whether cloth ing is godly for Je sus’ sake
or weird (Ed i tor: scant, re view ing, im mod esty; to be in
style, fash ion able, con form ing – like the world) for the
sake (Ed i tor: not) of be ing dif fer ent.  The adul ter ess wears
weird cloth ing - stark, ghastly and jar ring to both eyes and
con science.  She does this to make her self stand out as dif -
fer ent for the sake of be ing dif fer ent.

Chris tians ought to be dif fer ent, but for Je sus’ sake. 
No be liever en hances the cause of Je sus by be ing pur -
posely weird (Ed i tor: im mod est) for weird ness’ sake.

Taken from Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: IF a con sci en tious ‘be liever’ re ally knew
how ‘im mod est at tire’ en tices the ‘eyes’/thoughts of the
op po site sex to lust, they would change their at tire! “‘But I 
say to you that who ever looks at a woman to lust for her
has al ready com mit ted adul tery with her in his heart.’”
Mat thew 5:28.  SIN is se ri ous!  It is not wrong to ap pear
neat, at trac tive and beau ti ful, but …  “Ab stain from ev ery
form (ap pear ance) of evil”  I Thessalonians 5:22.    “…Nor 
did they know how to blush  …” Jer e miah 5:15.

WE also need to keep in mind that IF you know JESUS as
your per sonal Sav ior; then you are adopted into the fam ily 
of God and a ‘child’ of the KING and an eter nal ‘heir’. 
Also then you are the tem ple (dwell ing place) of the third
per son of the Holy Trin ity (Holy Spirit) as you have been
bought with a price, the very life blood of the very SON of 
GOD (Je sus) and rep re sent HIM here on earth.  Be ing we
have been ‘bought’ with the ‘price’ of the per fect Lamb of
God, we are not our own; but we be long to HIM.  What
Amaz ing Grace!  So what we wear, (etc.) in di rectly/di -
rectly rep re sents Him!
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

American missionaries gunned down for
‘preaching Christianity’ 

Kathy Gannon - As so ci ated Press Writer - 8/7/2010 
KABUL, Af ghan i stan  — Taliban ter ror ists have de -

clared they shot and killed a team of mis sion ar ies, in clud -
ing six Amer i cans, be cause they were ‘preach ing
Chris tian ity.’

Ten mem bers of a med i cal team, in clud ing six Amer i -
cans, were shot and killed by the Is lamic ter ror ists as they
were re turn ing from pro vid ing eye treat ment and other
health care in re mote vil lages of north ern Af ghan i stan, a
spokes man for the team said Sat ur day.

Dirk Frans, di rec tor of the In ter na tional As sis tance
Mis sion, said one Ger man, one Briton and two Af ghans
also were a part of the team that made the two-week trip to
Nuristan prov ince. They drove to the prov ince, left their
ve hi cles and hiked for hours over moun tain ous ter rain to
reach the Parun val ley in the prov ince’s north west.

Taliban spokes man Zabiullah Mujahid told The As so -
ci ated Press in Pa ki stan that they killed the for eign ers be -
cause they were “spy ing for the Amer i cans” and
“preach ing Chris tian ity.”

Frans said the In ter na tional As sis tance Mis sion is reg -
is tered as a non profit Chris tian or ga ni za tion but it does not 
pros e ly tize.

“This trag edy neg a tively im pacts our abil ity to con -
tinue serv ing the Afghan peo ple as IAM has been do ing
since 1966,” ac cord ing to a state ment re leased by the char -
ity. “We hope it will not stop our work that ben e fits over a
quar ter of a mil lion Af ghans each year.”

The team, made up of doc tors, nurses and lo gis tics
per son nel, was at tacked as it was re turn ing to Kabul fol -
low ing a two-week mis sion in Nuristan, Frans said. They
had de cided to travel through Badakhshan prov ince to re -
turn to the cap i tal be cause they thought that would be the
saf est route, Frans said.

Among the dead was team leader Tom Lit tle, an op -
tom e trist from Delmar, New York who has been work ing
in Af ghan i stan for more than 30 years, Frans said.

Lit tle was ex pelled by the Taliban gov ern ment in Au -
gust 2001 af ter the ar rest of eight Chris tian aid work ers –
two Amer i cans and six Ger mans – for al leg edly try ing to
con vert Af ghans to Chris tian ity. He re turned to Af ghan i -
stan af ter the Taliban gov ern ment was top pled in No vem -
ber 2001 by U.S. -backed forces.

Frans said he lost con tact with Lit tle on Wednes day.
On Fri day, a third Afghan mem ber of the team, who sur -

vived the at tack, called to re port the kill ings. A fourth
Afghan mem ber of the team was not killed be cause he
took a dif fer ent route home be cause he had fam ily in
Jalalabad, Frans said.

Ac cord ing to Frans, two mem bers of team worked for
In ter na tional As sis tance Mis sion, two were for mer IAM
work ers and four oth ers were af fil i ated with other or ga ni -
za tions, which he did not dis close.

He said five of the Amer i cans were men and one was a 
woman. The Briton and Ger man also were women.

Gen. Agha Noor Kemtuz, po lice chief in Badakhshan
prov ince, said the vic tims, who had been shot, were found
Fri day next to three bul let-rid dled four-wheel drive ve hi -
cles in Kuran Wa Munjan dis trict.

He said vil lag ers had warned the team that the area
was dan ger ous, but the for eign ers said they were doc tors
and were n’t afraid. He said lo cal po lice said about 10 gun -
men robbed them and killed them one by one.

He said the two Af ghans were in ter pret ers and were
from Bamiyan and Panjshir prov inces. A third Afghan
man, who had been trav el ing with the group, sur vived.

“He told me he was shout ing and re cit ing the holy
Quran and say ing ‘I am Mus lim. Don’t kill me,’” Kemtuz
said.

OneNewsNow.com

Your Tax Dollars at Work???

(World Net Daily is re port ing July 2 that) more than a
mil lion dol lars in U.S. fed eral funds will be used to ex am -
ine ho mo sex ual male pros ti tutes in Viet nam.

The Na tional In sti tutes of Health has awarded $1.44
mil lion for a “study of drug and sex ual risk among young
male sex work ers (in) Ha noi and Ho Chi Minh City, Viet -
nam.”

World Net Daily

Governor of Rhode Island Vetoes Hate
Crimes Expansion!

On July 1, Don Cardieri, gov er nor of Rhode Is land,
ve toed a bill that would have ex panded the state def i ni tion 
of a “hate crime” to in clude “gen der iden tity and gen der
ex pres sion.”  Gov er nor Carcieri is a strong pro-fam ily ad -
vo cate.

—SWORD PRESS SERVICE
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“Son of Hamas” Granted Asylum in
United States

Mosab Hassan Yousef, the el dest son of a prom i nent
Hamas leader on the West Bank and au thor of a glob ally
cir cu lated book re count ing his con ver sion to Chris tian ity,
has been granted asy lum in the United States by an im mi -
gra tion judge.

In a 15 -min ute hear ing June 30, Judge Rico Bartolo -
mei said Yousef will be al lowed to re main in the United
States af ter he is finger printed and passes a rou tine back -
ground check.  An at tor ney for the U.S. De part ment of
Home land Se cu rity told Bartolomei the gov ern ment was
drop ping its ob jec tions to Yousef’s re quest for asy lum.

The sur prise de ci sion came af ter a storm of pub lic
crit i cism over Home land Se cu rity’s an nounced in ten tion
to de port Yousef back to his West Bank home land - mak -
ing him al most cer tain to be killed by Hamas, sup port ers
said.  His life also would be in dan ger for leav ing Is lam to
fol low Je sus Christ, they noted.

Baptist Press

Wisconsin High Court Upholds Gay
Marriage Ban

The Wis con sin Su preme Court on (June 30) up held a
state con sti tu tional amend ment that af firms tra di tional
mar riage and bans same-sex civil un ions.

The court ruled 7-0, stat ing in the opin ion that “the
mar riage amend ment was adopted by the peo ple of Wis -
con sin us ing the pro cess pre scribed by the con sti tu tion
and is prop erly now part of our con sti tu tion.”…

The amend ment was ap proved in 2006 by 59 per cent
of state vot ers.  It states: “Only a mar riage be tween one
man and one woman shall be valid or rec og nized as a mar -
riage in this state.  A le gal sta tus iden ti cal or sub stan tially
sim i lar to that of mar riage for un mar ried in di vid u als shall
not be valid or rec og nized in this state.”

Uni ver sity of Wis con sin pro fes sor Wil liam McCon -
key filed a law suit the fol low ing year, ar gu ing that the
amend ment vi o lated the con sti tu tion by ad dress ing more
than one sub ject (mar riage and civil un ions).

But the high court con cluded that the two sen tences of 
the mar riage amend ment “re late to mar riage and tend to
ef fect or carry out the same gen eral pur pose of pre serv ing
the le gal sta tus of mar riage in Wis con sin as be tween only
one man and one woman.”

Jim Camp bell, lit i ga tion coun sel with the Al li ance
De fense Fund, which filed a friend-of-the-court brief last
year on be half of the Wis con sin Fam ily Coun cil, main -
tained that vot ers adopted the amend ment “for one clear

and sim ple rea son: to pro tect the in sti tu tion of mar riage.”
…

Vot ers have stated that they wanted to pass the amend -
ment to pre vent “ac tiv ist judges” from le gal iz ing
same-sex mar riage and to pro tect the cur rent def i ni tion of
mar riage.  A num ber of state su preme court de ci sions
over turn ing the mar riage laws of other states were the pri -
mary rea son for the amend ment.

Nathan Black for ChristianPost.com

Study: Abortion More Than Triples
Breast Cancer Risk

The Co ali tion on Abor tion/Breast Can cer notes a
study in the jour nal, Can cer Ep i de mi ol ogy, re port ing that
Sri Lan kan women with abor tions more than tri pled their
breast can cer risk (3.42 odds ra tio).  Abor tion was the
most sig nif i cant fac tor in the study.  Re search ers found a
sig nif i cantly re duced risk as so ci ated with pro longed du ra -
tion of breast-feed ing and a nearly tri pled in creased risk
from ex po sure to pas sive smok ing.  The study en ti tled
“Pro longed breast-feed ing re duces risk of breast can cer in
Sri Lan kan women: A case-con trol study was led by
Malintha De Silva and col leagues from the Uni ver sity of
Co lombo.

Christian Newswire

Can a woman for get her suck ing child,
that she should not have com pas sion on

the son of her womb?  Yea, they may for -
get, yet will I not for get thee. (Ps. 25:14)

As a mother is deeply con cerned about her nurs ing
child, so the Lord has com pas sion on His chil dren.  It is
nat u ral for a mother to care for her child.  The lit tle one is
a part of her self.  The child’s whole ex is tence is de pend ent 
upon the mother.  For this rea son the mother can not for get
her child.   

But even though she should for get, it is ut terly un -
think able that God should for get you.  Even in the small est 
mat ters you are de pend ent on Him.  If He should for get
you, you would per ish.  But God’s heart is filled with com -
pas sion.  Even more ten derly than a mother cares for her
child, God will care for you all the days of your life.  It is
God’s eter nal “na ture” to care for you. 

“Yea, they may for get, yet will I not for get you,” de -
clares the Lord.   

Taken from “Rest A While” by Fredrik Wisloff
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His Name 
The Old Tes ta ment gives us names of God such as: 

Elohim, Eloha, Tsebhaoth, Elyon, Adonai, Yah, El,
Shaddai and JHVH (Yahovah, Yahwe).  God’s name JHVH 
we do not know how to pro nounce be cause the vow els are
not known.  I think you should be aware of the fact that only 
the High Priest was to pro nounce his name.  He would
quote his name when he went into the Most Holy Place of
the tem ple on the Day of Atone ment.  There fore, no body
else knew how to pro nounce his name but the High Priest.  

There are a few verses in the Old Tes ta ment I would
like to bring to our at ten tion that speak to us about God’s
Son.  Prov erbs 30:4-5.”Who but God goes up to heaven
and co mes back down?  Who holds the wind in his fists? 
Who wraps up the oceans in his cloak? Who cre ated the
whole wide world?  What is his name - and his son’s name?  
Tell me if you know!”   The ques tion is asked; “What is his
son’s name?”  We know that His Son’s Name is Je sus.  An -
other in ter est ing verse is found in Psalm 2:12.  “Sub mit to
God’s royal son, or he will be come an gry, and you will be
de stroyed in the midst of our pur suits – for his an ger can
flare up in an in stant.”   No tice how it speaks about God’s
Royal Son Je sus, tell ing us to sub mit to him.  If we do not
sub mit to Him we will lose out for eter nity.

When it co mes to the per son of Je sus, He is called by
many dif fer ent names in scrip ture.  I have counted 92 dif -
fer ent names.  Here are just a few of the names with their
ref er ences.

1 Cor. 15:45 the last Adam; Rev. 3:14, the Amen; Rev.
1:8, the Al pha and Omega; Heb. 2:10, the au thor of their
sal va tion; Isa iah 9:6, Won der ful, Coun selor, Mighty God,
Ev er last ing Fa ther and Prince of Peace; Acts 3:15, the au -
thor of life.

Je sus has a name that is above ev ery other name.  There 
is sal va tion in no other name but the name of Je sus.  The Bi -
ble tells us when Je sus died for us on the cross, He paid the
pen alty for our sins.  He arose from the dead.  Be liev ers in
Christ are there fore called “sons of the res ur rec tion.”  A
great proc la ma tion co mes to us in Philippians 2:9-11
“There fore God ex alted him to the high est place and gave
him the name that is above ev ery name, that at the name of
Je sus ev ery knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
un der the earth, and ev ery tongue con fess that Je sus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa ther.”

The Old Tes ta ment ref er ence says: “Sub mit to God’s
Royal Son.”  If you will not sub mit will ingly, You will do
so some day.  At least you will sub mit be fore the throne of
God even though it will be too late for your soul’s sal va tion.  
I will quote Isa iah 45:23 that tells you what will hap pen! 
God says; “I have sworn by my own name, and I will never
go back on my word.  Ev ery knee will bow to me and ev ery

tongue will con fess al le giance to my name.”  You see God
is not mocked nor does He tol er ate it.  If you re call, his
com mand ment in Ex o dus 20:7 says, “You shall not mis use
the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not
hold any one guiltless who mis uses his name.”

His name is Holy, awe some, pow er ful and eter nal. 
There fore, I like to quote Psalm 111:9b -10.

“What a Holy, awe-in spir ing name He has!  Rev er ence
for the Lord is the foun da tion of true wis dom.  The re wards
of wis dom come to all who obey him.”  If you obey Him in
life, He will re ward you.  Show rev er ence to His name! 
That is the be gin ning of true wis dom.  You have ev ery thing
to gain and you will never lose in do ing so.

Jer e miah 10:6 Lord, there is no one like you!  For you
are great, and your name is full of power.” 

Greet ings from one who has ex pe ri enced this power.

Rev. Wilmore Gunderson, (Fergus Falls, MN).
Taken from Revival Tidings

IN 1992, 

I was wor ship ping with a con gre ga tion in north ern Ni -
ge ria.  The Mus lims had burned their large church build ing
to the ground.  The Chris tians re built, erect ing a build ing of
sheet metal.  The next month a man came with a bull dozer
and knocked it to the ground.  The Chris tians came back,
lined up their pews on the bare ground and con tin ued to
sing un der the hot sun.  They were blessed.

In our flesh we re coil at ha tred or re jec tion.  If we as
Chris tians are in sulted by the me dia, rid i culed by a col lege
pro fes sor, or fined thou sands of dol lars by the New Mex ico
Hu man Rights Com mis sion, (as Chris tian pho tog ra pher
Elaine Haguenin was for re fus ing to pho to graph a les bian
wed ding) we feel as if we are cursed or slapped in the face.

The rea son the early church sur vived and grew un der
se vere per se cu tion in the first few cen tu ries is be cause it
was blessed by the Holy Spirit with a love and pas sion for
the world.  This same grace and at ti tude of for give ness was
their soul’s pro tec tion.  The fact that early Chris tians were
beaten and many times lost their prop erty was only an ad di -
tional rea son to re joice in faith.  We re al ize that greedy
Romans were not con verted by greedy Chris tians.  The
Chris tians ex pe ri enced a New Tes ta ment bless ing, not one
de pend ant upon emo tional or ma te rial grat i fi ca tion.

The grow ing Chris tian com mu nity in Iran is also ex pe -
ri enc ing a bless ing from be ing hated.  Are we will ing to be
re jected?  Are we will ing to go out side our gate of com fort
for Je sus’ sake?”   Tom White, (Ed ited for brev ity) JMH

Submitted by James M. Hite
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Is The Account of Creation in
Genesis Meant to be Taken

Literally or Was it Written in
Figurative Language?

By Henry Mor ris

Just as any build ing is only as strong and safe as its
foun da tion, so the doc trines of the Bi ble and of Chris tian -
ity rest on the foun da tion doc trine of cre ation and are
bound to fall if the foun da tion is un der mined.  All bib li cal
doc trines have their foun da tions laid in the Book of Gen e -
sis, and the Book of Gen e sis it self is founded on the events 
of its first chap ter.  There fore it is ex tremely im por tant that 
we un der stand ex actly what is re vealed by God in this
all-im por tant chap ter of the Bi ble and that we believe it
whole-heartedly.

Many crit ics have main tained that Gen e sis is mainly
an old leg end and that it is filled with sci en tific and his tor -
i cal er rors.  How ever, the writ ers of the New Tes ta ment
fre quently quoted from Gen e sis and ob vi ously re garded it
as his tor i cally ac cu rate and as divinely inspired.

If they were wrong about Gen e sis, they were prob a bly 
wrong about other things and are thus not re ally de pend -
able guides at all.  Je sus Him self spe cif i cally quoted from
Gen e sis 1 and 2 (Matt.19:4-6), ac cept ing it as his tor i cally
ac cu rate and di vinely au thor i ta tive.  Thus, even Christ
may not re ally be be lieved if Gen e sis 1 and 2 are not true.

It is not sur pris ing that the ear lier wide spread re jec -
tion of Gen e sis and its ac count of cre ation has been fol -
lowed by the pres ent-day re jec tion of the teach ings of
Christ and His apos tles, and es pe cially by the al most uni -
ver sal re jec tion of the doc trines of sin, sal va tion, re demp -
tion and re gen er a tion. If Christ is not a re li able Teacher,
then He can hardly be trusted as Saviour and Lord of one’s 
life!

Some Bi ble teach ers have sug gested that the au thor of
Gen e sis wrote in terms of cre ation rather than evo lu tion -
ary de vel op ment be cause the prim i tive He brews for
whom he was writ ing could not have com pre hended such
a so phis ti cated con cept as evo lu tion.  He thus sup pos edly
wrote in his fig u ra tive lan guage merely as an ac com mo da -
tion to the naïve cul ture and men tal ity of the people of that 
day.

This no tion is quite un sound, how ever.  “All of the an -
cient religions and phi los o phies were evo lu tion ary sys -
tems, re gard ing mat ter as eter nal and the earth as
ex tremely old and de vel op ing into its pres ent form
through many ages or cy cles.  This was true in par tic u lar
of the an cient Egyp tians and Bab y lo nians with whom the
Is ra el ites had most frequent contact.

This con cept of spe cial, re cent cre ation by an eter nal,
all-pow er ful, per sonal God is unique in the Bi ble!  It was a 
rad i cally new rev e la tion to a peo ple sur rounded by pa gan
evo lu tion ary spec u la tions.  In or der to be un der stood at
all, it thus had to be sim ple, clear and di rect, not mystical
and vague.

There fore, the Gen e sis re cord of cre ation was meant
by its au thor to be a so ber, straight for ward, his tor i cal re -
cord of the ac tual events of cre ation.  It is God’s rev e la tion
to man of that which man could never dis cover for him -
self.  “All things were cre ated by him …and by him all
things con sist” (Col. 1:16,17).  Since He is our Cre ator, He is
also our Judge.  For those who are will ing to be lieve and
trust Him, He can also be per sonal Sav iour and Lord.

Taken from “Sword of the Lord”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling

Phil. 2:12

Holy fear must never dis ap pear from the heart of a
Chris tian.  When fear is no lon ger pres ent, the soul is on its 
death bed.

Con sider what is at stake: eter nity, heaven or hell, sal -
va tion or dam na tion, an al mighty and holy God, and a
pow er ful en emy of the soul, Sa tan.  And a puny child of
man should not trem ble!

Do not worry be cause you al ways ex pe ri ence a se cret
trem bling within your heart.  This is not a mark of death,
but of life.  It is this trem bling which keeps your as sur ance
of sal va tion from be com ing car nal se cu rity. 

If, how ever, this holy fear is at the point of death, then
wake up in ear nest!  It may soon be too late.  Heaven is not
reached by a path of ease.  Fear is al ways – to keep you
awake and to drive you to your God, whom you not only
fear, but love.

Work out your own sal va tion with fear and trem bling.

 Taken from Rest A While by Fredrik Wisloff

Ed i tor’s Note:  Read on: “for it is God who works in
you both to will and to do for His good plea sure”
Philippians 2:13.
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FORGIVEN
“May I re ally know that I am for given? How can I

know that?” Per haps you have not known the great joy of
be ing assured that you were for given. Per haps you “hoped 
so.”  Or you longed to be as sured. At one time you may
have had the assurance of for give ness but soon that joy ous 
feel ing was gone. 

Have you come to be truly sorry for your sins? No, not 
just “feel ing sorry.”   But so con victed of your sins that
you can no lon ger ex cuse them. You are will ing to ad mit
that you are not what you ought to be.  Have you hon estly
told that to he Lord? “

“IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS”

No, not merely say that you will con fess them, but that 
you go and do it. So many are try ing to rid them selves of
the burden of sin with out con fes sion but to no avail.  Do
you re call when as a child you were naughty?  Did you try
to cover up your sin to con ceal it from mother?  No mat ter
how hard you tried to cover it up, to for get it, you found no 
peace, no qui et ness of heart un til you came and con fessed
to mother.  You just blub bered it all out on her lap.  How
good it felt to un bur den your heart!  And above all to hear
her say, “Yes, I’ll for give you.” 

God says, “If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful and
just and will for give our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1: 9 ).  No tice there is an “if,” a
con di tion at tached.  It im plies that there can be no for give -
ness with out con fes sion.  For un less we are will ing to con -
fess, we do not re ally want for give ness.  We may think we
do.  But we merely want to es cape the con se quences of
sin, its pun ish ment, with out hav ing sin it self ex posed and
dealt with.

“HE IS FAITHFUL” 

“If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful and just, and will
for give our sins.”  What is meant by be ing faith ful?  That
He keeps His word, that He will do ex actly what He has
said.  If God then is faith ful, and if you have hon estly con -
fessed your sins to Him, are you not for given?  Per haps
you will re ply, “I can’t feel it. If I could just feel it I would
be happy.”  But then you are guided by your feel ings and
not by God’s Word. 

Let us use an il lus tra tion. If I ask you to come to my
home to mor row at nine o’clock, and you prom ised you
would come, would I ex pect you to be there?  Would you
ex pect me to be there?  Why?  Be cause of what you said
and of what I said.  You would not need to have any par tic -
u lar feel ing about it. You and I would take each other’s
word for it.  Why can you not take God at His Word the
same way?  I have done so, count less oth ers have done so,

and He has not failed to keep His prom ises. 

FORGIVENESS FOR CHRIST’S SAKE 

But even though you may be lieve that God is faith ful
to for give you when you ask Him, you may not be as sured
of for give ness any way.  There may be sev eral rea sons.
You may say, “I never know if I am sorry enough, if I have
begged hard enough, if I have prayed ear nestly enough.”
If as a child you asked mother to for give you, would she
have said, “No, you aren’t sorry enough.  You have to cry
some more.”  And so you would go and weep very ear -
nestly.   Would she yet say, “You have to weep still more”?
No, mother would not be that fool ish.  We should be sorry
for our sins.  If not, we are not re pen tant.  But the mea sure
of our sor row will not make God for give us. Je sus says, “I, 
I am he who blots out your trans gres sions for my own
sake, and I will not re mem ber your sins” (Is. 43:25). 

Or you may doubt you are for given be cause you re al -
ize that you are “not good enough,” not wor thy of for give -
ness.  Why do you want to be good enough? Are you not
then be cause of your own good ness want ing to merit be -
ing for given?  (The same is true of seek ing to be sorry
enough to merit for give ness.)  You have learned that “By
grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not
your own do ing, it is the gift of God – not be cause of
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9).  You have 
agreed that sal va tion is “not of works,” and yet, is not try -
ing “to be good enough” just so much “works”?  You do
not look upon it in that way but it is true nev er the less. 

When Christ died on the cross He ex claimed, “It is
fin ished.”  But with your de sire for added sor row or added
good works, you are de clar ing that His was not a fin ished
work.  You have to add some thing to it.  What an in sult to
Christ. 

No where in the Word does it say that Christ died for
those who were “good enough.”  But it does say, “While
we were yet help less, at the right time Christ died for the
un godly” (Rom. 5:6).  It says Christ came to “save sin -
ners,” those who were “lost.”  Are you will ing to be
counted “un godly,” a “sin ner,” or “lost”?  If so, then you
can be for given, then you can be saved.  

What does Je sus mean when He says, “I blot out your
trans gres sions for my own sake”?  We have learned that
Je sus Christ came to earth in or der to suf fer and to die, to
give His life “a ran som for many.”  We must al ways link
our for giveness with the price that se cured it.  “We have
our re demp tion through His blood, the for give ness of our
tres passes” (Eph. 1:7).  What Christ did for us through His 
suf fer ing and death we have learned as a fact. But have we
claimed it as hav ing been done on our be half, so that it was 
as though we our selves did it? Only then will we know it
by experience. 
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THE WRITTEN RECEIPT

To use an il lus tra tion. If you owed one hun dred thou -
sand dol lars to a cer tain firm you would be fright ened at the
very thought of it.  What if a friend, who is rich and who
loves you very much, paid your bill and brought you the re -
ceipt.  When would you know that your bill was paid?  Nat -
u rally, when you took the re ceipt.  But if you said, “I can’t
take that re ceipt. I don’t de serve that you do so much for
me.”  Then you would never know the joy of hav ing your
bill paid.  But if you took the re ceipt, your first ex pe ri ence
would be one of won der ful joy.  You would feel happy be -
cause you be lieved the writ ten re ceipt, the word.  The
psalm ist says, “Make me to hear joy and glad ness” (Ps.
51:8 ASV).  When you hear it, you will soon also ex pe ri -
ence it.  Know ing your bill was paid you would also de sire
to do some thing for the one who had paid your bill.  Not to
re pay him the amount, for you could not do that.  But you
would love to do some thing for him who did so much for
you.  This is the mo tive for a joy ful ser vice for Christ. “He
died for all, that those who live might live no lon ger for
them selves but for him who for their sake died and was
raised” (2 Cor. 5: 15).  If you ac cept for give ness for Christ’s 
sake and rest in His fin ished work you will want to do
some thing very def i nitely for Him in re turn. 

FORGETTING PAST SINS

In one of our hymns we sing (about our sins): 
    “I leave them all with Him who blots the re cord, 
   And gra ciously for gives, and then for gets.”  

My sins for given and for got ten!  “May I re ally be lieve
that?  Don’t I have to worry about them any more?”  Christ
has said, “I blot out your trans gres sions for my own sake,
and I will not re mem ber your sins” (Is. 43:25).  When you
have con fessed and claimed the blood of Christ as cleans -
ing for your sins they are for given.  And then God for gets
them.  Why should n’t you?  Sa tan does not want you to for -
get them but to con tinue to be trou bled over them, Whom
shall you be lieve, God or Sa tan?  God has also said, “As far
as the east is from the west, so far does he re move our trans -
gres sions from us” (Ps. 103:12).  How far is the east from
the west?  You can not mea sure it.  So far your sins are re -
moved from you when for given. 

Sup pose a child asked mother for for give ness and
heard her say, “I’ll for give you”—what if that child would
re turn in an hour and say, “Mother, I’m still feel ing sorry
for my sin.  Won’t you for give me?”  If af ter an other hour,
dur ing the next day and the next week, the child did the
same, how would the mother like it?  Everytime the child
co mes again to ask for for give ness it calls mother a liar.
Why should you by your un be lief call God a liar?  He has
said, “If we con fess our sins he is faith ful.”  Let us go by His 
Word and not by our feel ings and let us not al low Sa tan to

cause us to doubt God’s Word. 
But if you still can not be lieve your sins for given, so as

to for get them, you will need to ex am ine your own heart.
Per haps you have wronged some one so that you will need
to ask for give ness, or you may need to make res ti tu tion.
Ask the Lord to show you if there is any thing in your life
that needs to be set aright.  Then wait on Him, and if He
con tin ues to point out your sin ask ing you to make amends,
do as He di rects, and your heart will be set at ease and you
will find peace.  Then rest in His prom ise, “I will not re -
mem ber your sins.”

COVERING YOUR SIN

“He who con ceals his trans gres sions shall not pros per”
(Prov. 28:13).  Try ing to con ceal your sin is de ceiv ing your- 
self. If you do that you can not pros per. God has said so.  But 
He has also said, “Blessed is he whose trans gres sion is for-
given, whose sin is cov ered” (Ps. 32:1).  When God for -
gives your sin He for gets it and He cov ers it.  When the
blood of Christ is claimed as be ing shed for you God cov ers 
your sin.  And the sin that is cov ered by the blood of Christ
God does not see.  Claim His prom ises. Stick to them when
you are tempted.  Mem o rize His Word and hold fast to it. 
Only thus can you be kept as sured that your sin is for given
and cov ered. 

THANK HIM 

Have you thanked Him for for give ness of sin?  You say, 
“How can I when I don’t feel they are for given?”  Did you
con fess?  Then did not He say that He for gave you? Be gin
to thank Him that ac cord ing to His Word you are for given,
not ac cord ing to your feel ings.  You will soon re joice in the
as sur ance that your sins, too, are blot ted out and for given,
and that you have found peace from a guilty con science. 
Go to Je sus in all sim plic ity with 

YOUR CONFESSION 

“Lord Je sus, I con fess that I am a sin ner.  I have an evil,
sin ful na ture. I con fess ‘that in me, that is in my flesh,
dwells no good thing:  I do evil things that I should not.  I
ne glect do ing the things that I should.  For give me all my
sins, the sins of my na ture, the sins that I do, the sins of
omis sion, and the sins of com mis sion.  For Thine own sake
blot out my trans gres sions.  I have no merit of my own. I
rest alone on Thy mercy. ”

“Ac cord ing to Thy Word Thou hast now for given me.  I 
claim Thy prom ises over against all the doubts of my own
heart.  I claim Thy abun dant grace for ev ery need of mine. I
thank Thee for un mer ited grace.  I thank Thee for for give -
ness.  Help me to hate sin.  Make my life a bless ing to oth -
ers, one that shall re flect Thy glory.  Amen.”

Taken from The Way of Life by A.W. Knock
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HAUGE LUTHERAN FALL 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 

At  St. Paul’s Lu theran Church in Fargo, North Da kota
Sep tem ber 24 - 26, 2010  (Pas tor Jim Fugleberg, Host
Pas tor) — Note their new ad dress:  2802 12th. St. S.

Theme:  Stand ing On The Prom ises - Romans 4:21

Fri day Eve ning – Sep tem ber 24th

6:30 p.m. – Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. Ser vice – Pas tor Jim Haga, Shoreview, MN,
fol lowed by Fel low ship & Re fresh ments

Sat ur day – Sep tem ber 25th

8:30 a.m. – Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. Ses sion – Mr. Mar low Nash, Colfax, ND
10:00 a.m. - 10:30 am. – Cof fee & Re fresh ments
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Ses sion – Pas tor Rodney
Stueland (His tory & pres ent HLIF)
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. – Noon Break
(Lunch will be served at Church)

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Ses sion – Mr. Joel Zeltinger, Bis -
marck, ND
2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Cof fee Break
3:00 p.m. - to approx. 4:00 p.m. Ses sion – Tes ti mo nies
& Hymns/Gos pel Songs
4:30 p.m. – Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion
Board Meet ing
7:00 p.m. Ser vice – Pas tor Jim Haga, Shoreview, MN

Sunday – Sep tem ber 26th

8:45 a.m. - Sunday School & Adult Bi ble Class
Wor ship Ser vice at 10 a.m. - Guest Speaker:  Pas tor
Jim Haga

Also planned is ‘spe cial mu sic’ for many ses sions

We would love to see you at the con fer ence 
and most cer tainly we want and need 

PRAYER SUPPORT.

WELCOME!

IF you are led to bring re fresh ments - that would be ap -
pre ci ated

Mail ing Update

If you or some one you know have moved and are no
lon ger re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory, please no tify us. 
We don’t al ways re ceive the for warded ad dress, and
some peo ple end up be ing off the mail ing list sim ply 
be cause they moved and we don’t know where they are 
now. — Thank You

Up Date — CAUSE!

You have no doubt no ticed that the ‘sec u lar’ world is not 
hes i tant to pres ent their ‘cause’ and not re luc tant to ask
for do na tions (money) for their cause.  How much
‘greater’ cause we have that know JESUS as our per -
sonal Sav ior. We are deal ing with Eter nal souls!  We are
pre sent ing the cause of Je sus Christ. In the Scrip tures
Je sus speaks much about ‘money’, be cause ‘money’
mat ters!  In Mat thew 6:19-20 HE tells us where to lay
up ‘trea sures’.  In Mat thew 6:21 Je sus says: “For where
your trea sure is, there your heart will be also.”  
By the GRACE of God we of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory are priv i leged
to have a lit tle part in the min is try of the King dom of
God!  What an Awe some re spon si bil ity!  We are seek -
ing to ‘oc cupy’ with Eter nity In View!  
Praise the Lord we have ex pe ri enced an en cour ag ing
‘sum mer’; BUT that is no rea son to ‘slack up’ as the
Devil, the world and our own flesh does not take a ‘va -
ca tion’.  (Sa tan knows his time is short - so he is work -
ing over time!)  July’s In come for Morn ing Glory is app.
$2,475.00
The cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is more
than $2,400.00


